
The Baruch Family

Baruch, Abraham, a.k.a. Adolf

Abraham Baruch was born on 10 June 1888 in Weener. By profession he was a clothes 
salesman.

On February 13th 1913 he married Dina Meyerhof and together with Alexander 
Goldschmidt entered into his father-in-law’s business “Fashion boutique and fabric 
sales”. The premises were situated in what used to be the synagogue, Kleine Bach 1–3, 
which was bought at auction in 1901 by Dina’s father, Emanuel Meyerhof.

In the Verordnungsblatt advertising newspaper in 1926 it states that at a public meeting 
the trader Abraham Baruch was admitted to the Hessian State Assembly.

In the years 1933–1935, Abraham Baruch, now 47 years old, ran a sales agency for cloth 
and knitwear at Lorscher Strasse 17. In the address book of the town dated September 
10, 1934, Baruch was registered as a businessman at Ferdinand Werner Strasse 17. The 
road name change on May 3, 1933, now named after a radical anti-semite, must have 
made clear to the many Jewish residents the inherent danger of the National Socialists.

Abraham Baruch died on December 27, 1935 at the age of 47 in hospital in Bensheim. 
The cause of death isn’t given on the official death certificate. He was one of the last Jews
to be buried in the Jewish cemetery in Alsbach.

Baruch, Dina, née Meyerhof

Dina Meyerhof was born in Heppenheim on July 21, 1885.

After the death of her husband in 1936, she emigrated with her two sons to Holland. In a 
written declaration to the tax office in Darmstadt she declares that

“No capital of any sort exists. The vehicle used by her late husband had to be handed 
over to cover the cost of the journey and debts of approx. 2,000 RM. She had no other 
income.”

On March 27, 1936 she made a visit in person to the tax office to tell them:

“My husband died on December 27th 1935. I have no income. I claim no pension, social 
support, or any such things.”

Dina Baruch died in 1946 in Den Haag.

Baruch, Helmuth

Helmuth Baruch, eldest son of Dina and Abraham Baruch, was born on September 5, 
1915 in Bunde, East Frisia.

He lived with his parents at Lorscher Strasse 17 until 1936.

Helmuth Baruch was a member of the Wandervogel (“Birds of Passage”) rambling club 
and was also in the volunteer fire service.

1



As a result of expulsion from the Wandervogel club, a Jewish rambling club was formed 
in Heppenheim in 1933 and which was named Kameraden (“Comrades”). This group was
lead by Rudolf Mainzer, and then after his emigration by Helmuth Baruch.

Helmuth was also a member of the transregional club Centralverein deutscher 
Staatsbürger jüdischen Glaubens (“Central Club of German Nationals of the Jewish 
Faith”), whose representative in Heppenheim was the Heppenheim school teacher, 
Nathan Friedmann. In the final years he was responsible for collecting the membership 
fees.

Helmuth and his brother Erich took part also in Christian traditions. For instance, they 
dressed up as Santa Claus and his little helper.

The tax records in Darmstadt show that Helmuth Baruch, at the time a shop assistant, 
applied on April 1 1936 for clearance to emigrate, and this was granted on April 7th. The
secret police in Darmstadt had no political objections to granting it.

On April 14, 1936, Helmuth officially handed over the authorization for the tax office to 
Alexander Goldschmidt.

Helmuth fled with his mother and brother to the Netherlands in 1936. His last place of 
residence was Cornelius v.d. Lijnstraat 61 in Den Haag.

On February 11, 1944, Helmuth Baruch was interned at the collection camp Westerbork 
on the grounds of his Jewish ancestry. He was deported to Auschwitz death camp on 
March 3 and on November 25th 1944 moved to the concentration camp at 
Sachsenhausen. On January 15th 1945 he was taken to the concentration camp at 
Buchenwald, and on the 14th February, now unfit to work, to Bergen-Belsen. On May 
31st he was officially declared dead; the exact date is not known.

Baruch, Erich

Erich Baruch was born in Bunde on January 6, 1920.

In 1933 he left the Oberrealschule (secondary school) in Heppenheim.

In 1936, as a business trainee, he fled with his mother and elder brother to the 
Netherlands. His flight through numerous hiding places in farms and houses led him as a
member of resistance groups through several Dutch towns. He was finally liberated by 
the British army.

After the war he emigrated to Rio de Janeiro, where he married Cella Grun and where 
their daughters Vivian and Nicole were born.

For occupational reasons he moved to Australia and later the family followed. From 
Sydney he authorized Wilhelm Metzendorf to conduct his researches in the Netherlands 
in 1981.

He lived with his second wife in Takarzuka, near Osaka in Japan in 1996. In that year he 
visited Heppenheim together with his wife and also spoke to the town archivist Jost.

Erich Baruch died in 2013 in Surfers Paradise, Australia.
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