
Bertha Hirsch

Siegfriedstr. 14

Bertha Hirsch was 80 years old when she was deported to Theresienstadt. She died there 
just a few days later.

Bertha’s life began in Heppenheim. She lived there until a few months before her death.

She was born in 1861, the second of eleven children. Four of her siblings were only a few 
days old. The family lived in the house at Siegfriedstr. 14 - then Fürther Str. 16. Bertha 
remained unmarried. Her mother died in 1886 and her father, Isaak Hirsch, died in 1908. 
The death notice for her father shows that three siblings had emigrated to America: Her 
sister Maria Anna Hirsch, her brother Seligmann Hirsch, and, presumably, her brother Herz 
Hirsch.

She remained in contact with her siblings. Her sister Maria Leipsic from San Francisco 
visited Bertha in 1927 and stayed in Heppenheim for three weeks.

The pogrom night in November 1938: the synagogue burned down just a few steps away 
from her house. In December, Bertha received the notice of the Jewish property levy: she 
was supposed to pay 1,000 marks for the house. She was unable to do so.

In February 1939, Bertha Hirsch wrote a letter to the Reich Governor in Hesse:
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She was exempted from the Jewish property levy.



In July 1939, Bertha applied for a passport to visit her sister who was living in San Francisco. 
She wanted to emigrate - financed by the sale of her house. She did not succeed.

The proceeds from the 1939 house sale - 3692 marks - were transferred to a security account 
in September 1941. Bertha was allowed to withdraw 130 marks a month.

On 18 March 1942, the Jewish people remaining in Heppenheim were deported to Piaski in 
Poland. Bertha Hirsch was not among them. She stayed there until 1 June and then moved 
to the Jewish old people’s nursing home in Darmstadt at Eschollbrücker Straße 4½.

She lived there for just under four months. On 27 September, the deportation train left 
Darmstadt bound for Theresienstadt. Bertha Hirsch was on this train. She died in 
Theresienstadt just a few days later in October 1942.
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Marie Leipsic, sister of Bertha, with 
grandchild.
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